
           nce upon a �me, on the island 
of Buruni in Thaa Atoll, there lived a 
girl so beau�ful, that her parents 
kept her hidden from the rest of the 
world. She had a radiant face, 
delicate neem leaf eyebrows and 
dark, bird eyes. She was so 
beau�ful, her parents simply named 
her Dhon Hiyala, meaning "Great 
Beauty".

Meanwhile, on the other end of the 
atoll, on Hulhudheli Island, a 
handsome young man named Ali 
Fulhu had a dream one night. He 
dreamt that his future bride lived on 
Buruni Island. With great passion, 
he built himself a brand-new boat 
and set sail to Buruni immediately. 
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When Ali Fulhu reached Buruni, all 
the women of Buruni fell in love 
with his good looks, and all the men 
of Buruni were jealous of his 
charms. Young women wanted to be 
his bride, and mothers wished he 
was their son. Shortly upon his 
arrival, Ali Fulhu met his father’s old 
friend Moosa, who just so happened 
to be Dhon Hiyala’s father. They 
greeted each other like family and 
made their way towards the house 
where Dhon Hiyala lived in secret. 

To welcome their new visitor, Moosa 
asked his wife to cook an incredible 
feast she possibly could. However, 
all her efforts were in vain as Ali 
Fulhu did not seem to enjoy any of 
her dishes. Frustrated, Moosa 
secretly asked Dhon Hiyala to 
prepare a meal for Ali Fulhu, even 

though she had never cooked before in 
her life. An astonished Moosa watched 
as his daughter cooked rice with two 
whole cups of salt! So as not to hurt 
her feelings, Moosa served this rice to 
Ali Fulhu. Moosa took care not to 
men�on his daughter. Everyone was 
amazed when Ali Fulhu claimed he had 
never eaten rice that tasted as good as 
the rice he just had. Dhon Hiyala 
peeked into the dining room to catch a 
glimpse of this visitor she had so 
impressed. Upon seeing Ali Fulhu's 
handsome face she thought, "God 
willing, he shall be my husband". 

Soon a�er, Ali Fulhu se�led on the 
island and began working as a 
blacksmith. Together with Moosa, he 
set up his workshop. But the other 
islanders warned Ali Fulhu not to get 
too comfortable, as they had all 
foreseen the same prophecy of him 
having trouble with the King. Ali Fulhu 
ignored their talk as idle cha�er and 
con�nued with his work.
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One day, Dhon Hiyala decided to go look for Ali Fulhu. She 
le� her home and walked through the jungles un�l she 
reached Ali Fulhu's smithy. She introduced herself to Ali 
Fulhu as Moosa's secret daughter and asked him to join her 
in chewing some betel leaf and areca nuts, a tradi�onal way 
of bonding and passing �me. 

But Ali Fulhu just stood there, staring at Dhon Hiyala. 
Overcome by her beauty, he fainted. Dhon Hiyala revived 
him by sprinkling water on his face. No�cing his forge, she 
insisted he made her some bangles. With that, she le�.
Upon slipping back home, Dhon Hiyala complained to her 
father about her bare wrists and insisted that she needed 

new bangles. Moosa obliged. He went to see Ali Fulhu with 
a sack of gold and asked him to make some bangles for a 
“friend’s daughter”. But Ali Fulhu knew that the bangles 
were for Dhon Hiyala and he deliberately made them too 
big. Lo and behold, when Moosa took the bangles home, 
they turned out to be too big for Dhon Hiyala’s wrists. 
Moosa went to Ali Fulhu for a second �me and asked to 
make the bangles smaller. This �me, Ali Fulhu deliberately 
made the bangles much too small. When Moosa went to Ali 
Fulhu for a third �me, Ali Fulhu insisted that he needed to 
see and measure the wrists to make the bangles fit. When 
Ali Fulhu met Dhon Hiyala to measure her wrists, they both 
proclaimed their love for one another in front of everyone. 
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Realising that the young couple loved each 
other immensely, Moosa and his wife gave 
them their blessing. In no �me, the young 
couple was married with a big feast for the 
whole island. Following island tradi�on, they 
moved in with Dhon Hiyala’s parents.

TO BE
CONTINUED...
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Far away in his palace in the capital, the King heard the 
stories of a young man marrying the most beau�ful woman 
in the country. Enraged, the King ordered his trusted 
advisor, Hassan, to find this woman and to bring her to his 
palace. Hassan formed a cunning plan. Using black magic, 
he appeared as if he had lost his eyesight, and boarded a 
boat to Buruni. He told the captain he was on his way to 
seek treatment for his eyes.

When the boat arrived in Buruni, the captain asked Ali 
Fulhu to help his poor blind passenger. Feeling 
sympathe�c, Ali Fulhu offered the blind man shelter and 
took him to the house he shared with Dhon Hiyala. Dhon 
Hiyala was furious. She warned Ali Fulhu not to not bring 
this strange man into their house. Though the stranger 
appeared to be blind, she always felt his lingering gaze. But 
Ali Fulhu dismissed her concerns. 

One day, Ali Fulhu took Hassan fishing. But things took a 
strange turn. Ali Fulhu could not catch a single fish. He 
then realised Hassan was prac�cing black magic to scare 
away the fish. Furious, Ali Fulhu decided to turn back and 
head to Buruni so he could hand over Hassan to the island 
council. But when the boat entered Buruni's port, Hassan 
jumped on to his own boat and shouted out to Ali Fulhu, 
“I’m going to the capital and I shall tell the king about your 
beau�ful wife!”
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Hassan sailed back to the capital and 
rushed to the palace. He told the King 
everything about Dhon Hiyala. "My Lord, 
she was the most beau�ful woman I have 
ever seen!", he exclaimed. The King was 
determined to make Dhon Hiyala his wife. 
Together with his soldiers, he decided to 
set sail to Buruni himself. 

In the mean�me, Dhon Hiyala received 
terrible news. White crows, who were her 
friends, warned her that the King was on his 
way to take her away and make her his wife. 
Dhon Hiyala and Ali Fulhu felt helpless. But 
Ali Fulhu promised never to leave her. In 
return, Dhon Hiyala promised never to leave 
him.
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Late one night, two of the King's soldiers landed 
on Buruni and under the cover of darkness tried 
to kidnap Dhon Hiyala. Luckily, Ali Fulhu woke 
up in �me and chased the men away. The young 
couple realised that there was no way to escape 
the clutches of the King. Knowing that the King 
might use Dhon Hiyala's love for Ali Fulhu 
against her, Ali Fulhu le� the house and hid in 
the jungles.  
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Soon a�er, the King himself came to see 
Dhon Hiyala. He threatened to hurt Ali 
Fulhu if she did not agree to marry him. 
Dhon Hiyala cried in despair, but she 
refused to go with the King. But to make 
ma�ers worse, the King’s soldiers found 
Ali Fulhu hiding in the jungle and 
threatened to throw him into the deep sea 
if Dhon Hiyala did not marry the King. 
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Finally, Dhon Hiyala relented, in order to 
save Ali Fulhu. The island magistrate 
granted her a divorce and she married the 
King. Together with the King, she sailed 
away on the Royal Boat. Ali Fulhu sat by the 
beach and wept in despair, as he watched 
his wife sail away into the distance.

TO BE
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Meanwhile, on the Royal Boat, Dhon Hiyala sent a 
white crow to Ali Fulhu, instruc�ng him to sail to 
the Vaadhoo Channel near the capital. One day, 
when the King went to the mosque for Friday 
prayers, Dhon Hiyala slipped out of the palace and 
rushed towards the lagoon facing Vadhoo Channel. 
Here, Ali Fulhu’s boat was wai�ng for her. Ali Fulhu 
li�ed her on board and started sailing away. 
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The King was furious to discover Dhon 
Hiyala was missing. Learning from his 
cour�ers that she had run away with 
Ali Fulhu, he got on his Royal Boat and 
sailed a�er the couple.

TO BE
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Dhon Hiyala and Ali Fulhu sailed for many days. But they 
quickly ran out of water. Dhon Hiyala was so thirsty, Ali 
Fulhu made a stop by Crow Island to find some water. He 
instructed her to stay on the boat. But alas, without either 
of them realising, the King had caught up with them. 
Dhon Hiyala's heart sank as she spo�ed the King and his 
soldiers. Desperately, she called out to Ali Fulhu to forget 
the water and run. But there was no escape. They were 
surrounded by the King and his men. Distraught, Dhon 

Hiyala prayed and prayed. And God answered her prayers. 
An enormous, monstrous jellyfish appeared by the hull of 
the boat. As soon as its s�nging tentacles emerged out of 
the water, Dhon Hiyala said a quick prayer and jumped 
straight towards the jellyfish. By the shore, Ali Fulhu 
watched his wife jump into the water. Without a moment 
of hesita�on or fear, Ali Fulhu rushed onto the boat and 
he too jumped into the s�nging tentacles of the jellyfish 
to rest in eternity with his beloved Dhon Hiyala. 

- The End -
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